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An open letter to the Additive
Manufacturing community.

Dear all,

What would you do if your team spent nearly fifteen years developing a technology to advance
American aerospace and defense programs, only to watch another company commercialize
technology you believe infringes the work your team created?

That is the question we faced.

And it is why | want to explain the actions Continuous Composites is taking and, more
importantly, why those actions matter.

Over the past several years, we engaged Fibre Seek regarding its marketing and sale of 3D
printers that use what it calls “Composite Fiber Co-extrusion” technologies. Continuous
Composites was the first to develop continuous fiber 3D printing, dating back to 2012, and we
have been awarded many patents protecting our invention of CF3D. We believe Fibre Seek’s
products fall within the scope of our intellectual property portfolio. Beginning in 2023, we
pursued discussions intended to establish a licensing framework that would allow Fibre Seek
to continue commercializing its products while respecting the intellectual property rights
developed by Continuous Composites.

We believed there was a business solution available.

We provided opportunities for discussion. We proposed licensing frameworks. We made
repeated efforts to reach a mutually acceptable resolution.

Unfortunately, those efforts did not produce an agreement.

As a result, we made the decision to enforce and protect our intellectual property rights.
Today, we filed a complaint in the United States District Court for the District of Delaware
asserting that Fibre Seek infringes several of our foundational patents.

That was not a decision we made lightly.

For nearly fifteen years, Continuous Composites has invested millions of dollars developing
technologies that helped establish continuous fiber additive manufacturing as a viable
manufacturing process. Today, those technologies support aerospace, defense, industrial, and
research programs and are protected by one of the industry's largest intellectual property
portfolios.
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Innovation and intellectual property protection go hand in hand. Companies invest in
developing new technologies because they know the results of that investment can be
protected. Without that protection, there is far less incentive to take the risks required to create
the next generation of manufacturing capabilities.

We support innovation. We support competition. And we support the continued growth of
advanced manufacturing because it is critical to America's economic strength, technological
leadership, and national security.

But we also believe innovators have a responsibility to protect what they create.

We owe that responsibility to the employees who built this technology, the customers and
partners who invested in it, and the U.S. government and defense programs that rely on it
today.

Protecting these innovations is not about limiting innovation. It is about ensuring innovation
continues.

Sincerely,

Steve Starner
Chief Executive Officer
Continuous Composites
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